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“In the past the man has been first; 
in the future the system must be first.”

Frederick Winslow Taylor
The Principles of Scientific Management
1911
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Bemis Brothers Bag Company: 
- President (1909-25) 
- Chairman (1925-34)
- Founder of Bemis, Tennessee (c. 1900)

Bemis Industries, Inc.:
- Holding company, housing and building 
industries (1920s-30s)
- Vice President: John Ely Burchard

The Evolving House (MIT Press)
- Volume I: The History of The Home 
(1933)
- Volume II: The Economics of Shelter
(1934)
- Volume III: Rational Design (1936)











Bemis’s contribution: an industry-wide 
conceptual shift in structural design would 

lower costs, reduce waste, and increase 
efficiency. 
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Project Tinkertoy – Mechanized Production of Electronics, c. 1950 



IBM SMS (Standard Modular System) block, c. late 1950s
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